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SUBJECT: CONSULTATIONS ON RECOVERY EPPORT POR ZAIRE 

REF: STATE 140672 

1. AS INSTRUCTED BY REPERENCE. I MET TODAY WITH FONOPP PERMANENT 
SECRETARY, NICHOLAS NG ANG'A, AND WENT OVER POINTS SET PORTH IN 
REFERENCE AND IN STATE 137343. 1 STRESSED FACT THAT USG CONSIDERED 
SHABA SITUATION A ZAIRIAN PROBLEM, WHICH WE FELT SHOULD BE DEALT WITH 
IN AFRICAN CONTEXT. I SAID THAT US HAD LENT ASSISTANCE IN TRANSPORT 
AND HAD PARTICIPATED IN PARIS MEETING(WHICH GIVEN PULL COVERAGE 

IN LOCAL PRESS) IN HOPES OP HELPING BOLSTER IMMEDIATE SECURITY IN 
SHABA. I MADE IT CLEAR THAT POSSIBLE US ASSISTANCE TO PROPOSED 
INTER-APRICAN PORCE FOR SHABA STABILIZATION DID NOT IMPLY ANY US 
COMMITMENT TO BROADER APRICAN MUTUAL SECURITY SCHEME. I CONCLUDED 
BY ASKING NG'ANG A ABOUT BOK THROUGHTS ON PROPOSED INTER-APRICAN 
PORCE. 

2. NG' ANG'A SAID THAT GOK DID NOT PAVOR CREATION OF INTER-AFRICAN 
FORCE AS IT HAD BEEN DESCRIBED IN MEDIA REPORTS. GOK HAD GATHERED 
THAT INITIATIVE POR INTER- AFRICAN FORCE CAME FROM FRANCE WITH 
COOPERATION PROM SOME OP ITS MAJOR WESTERN ALLIES. NG' ANG'A 
SAID THAT GOK PELT THAT THE PLAN LOOKED SUSPICIOUSLY LIKE A 
SOLUTION IMPOSED UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF ZAIRE, RATHER THAN A 
SOLUTION INITIATED BY THE GOVERNMENT OP ZAIRE. HE SAID HE BELIEVED 
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MOST OTHER APRICANS WOULD LOOK AT THE MATTER IN THE SAME WAY. 

3. NG' ANG'A SAID THAT THE GOK WAS CONVINCED THAT THE CREATION OP 
SUCH AN INTERNATIONAL PORCE WOULD BE AN EXTREMELY DEVISIVE ISSUE 
WITHIN THE OAU, SINCE SOME APRICAN GOVERNMENTS WOULD VERY PROBABLY 
SUPPORT THE IDEA, WHILE OTHERS WOULD BE VIOLENTLY OPPOSED. KENYA 
PELT THAT NO DURABLE GOOD COULD COME FROM SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT. 
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4. NG'ANG'A WENT ON TO SAY THAT, ALTHOUGH THE GOK MIGHT OPPOSE 
THE FORMATION OE AN INTER-AFRICAN FORCES AS A DISCRETE ENTITY, 

KENYA CERTAINLY SUPPORTED THE RIGHT OE ANY NATION TO CALL UPON 
OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE IN TIME OF NEED. THUS, KENYA WOULD HAVE NO 
PROBLEM IF THE GOVERNMENT OE ZAIRE APPROACHED ONE OR MORE AERICAN 
COUNTRIES BILATERALLY AND ASKED FOR SECURITY ASSISTANCE FROM THEM. 
THE ESSENTIAL RELATIONSHIP WOULD BE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ZAIRE AND THE OTHER INDIVIDUAL GOVERNMENTS, NOT BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNMENT OE ZAIRE AND SOME ILL-DEFINED INTERNATIONAL FORCE 
RESPONSIBLE TO NO ONE. IF, THEN ZAIRE CALLED UPON THE UNITED 

STATES OR ITS WESTERN ALLIES TO PROVIDE SUPPORT EOR THESE NATIONAL 
CONTINGENTS, KENYA WOULD THINK SUCH ACTION PERFECTLY PROPER. 

5. NG'ANG'A SAID THAT, EROM HIS OWN POINT OF VIEW, PROPOSED INTER- 
AFRICAN FORCE LOOKED LIKE WHITE PEOPLE CASTING ABOUT FOR A WAY TO 
PROTECT WHITE PEOPLE'S INTERESTS, GIVING ONLY SECONDARY CONSIDE- 
RATION TO ANY LONG-TERM BENEFIT TO THE COUNTRY CONCERNED. 

6. NG'ANG'A SAID ITS RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE PROPOSED INTER- 
AFRICAN FORCE DID NOT MEAN THAT THE KENYAN GOVERNMENT WAS INDIF- 
FERENT TO THE KATANGESE INVASION OF SHABA. ON THE CONTRARY, THE 
LETTER AND SPIRIT OF OAU PHILOSOPHY CONDEMNED ANY NATION FROM 
HARBORING OR TRAINING INSURGENTS TO ATTACK ANY NEIGHBORING COUNTRY. 
THAT ANGOLA HAD HARBORED AND HAD PERMITTED THE TRAINING AND ARMING 
OF THE KATANGESE FORCES WAS CERTAINLY WORTHY OF CONDEMNATION. 
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THIS, HOWEVER, DID NOT JUSTIFY THE EUROPEANS' ASSUMING 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE RESOLUTION OF THE CONFLICT, WHICH IS A 
ZAIRIAN INTERNAL MATTER. 

7. NG'ANG'A SAID THAT THE GOK WAS CONVINCED THAT NO ATTEMPT TO 
STABILIZE THE SITUATION IN SHABA WOULD BE SUCCESSEUL FOR VERY 
LONG UNLESS ENERGETIC MEASURES WERE TAKEN BY MOBUTU TO INCREASE 
THE EFFICIENCY OF HIS GOVERNMENT, END CORRUPTION, AND DEVOTE 
HIMSELF SERIOUSLY TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY. 

HE SAID THAT IF MOBUTU GOVERNMENT CONTINUED IN ITS PAST 
PRACTICES, NO OUTSIDE HELP COULD PREVENT THE DISINTEGRATION OF 
ZAIRE. 

8. COMMMENT: NG'ANG'A REMARKS WERE VERY MUCH IN LINE WITH TODAY'S 
EDITORIAL IN THE DAILY NATION(WHICH GENERALLY REELECTS GOK VIEWS) 
ENTITLED "THE IMPUDENCE OF THE WEST." THE EDITORIAL SAYS: "AT 

A TIME WHEN EOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN AFRICAN AFFAIRS IS A MAJOR 
ISSUE, IT IS RATHER IMPUDENT OF FIVE WESTERN POWERS TO MEET 
TO DISCUSS AMONG THEMSELVES HOW THAT VERY ISSUE SHOULD BE 
HANDLED... BY MEETING AMONG THEMSELVES THE FIVE HAVE LAID 
THEMSELVES OPEN TO CHARGES OF CONSPIRING TO INTERVENE IN AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS AND THEREFORE INDIRECTLY LEGITIMATIZING CUBAN AND RUSSIAN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA... IN ADDITION, THEY ARE ALMOST CERTAIN 
TO BRUISE THE AFRICAN PRIDE (OR EGO) IN SOME QUARTERS, EVEN 
WHERE THEIR INTENTIONS ARE MOST WELCOME." 

9. THE MAJOR POINT, WHICH HAS ALSO COME OUT QUITE CLEARLY IN 
OTHER CONVERSATIONS WE HAVE HAD RECENTLY, IS THAT THEKENYANS 
RESENT WHAT APPEARS TO THEM TO BE A EUROPEAN CONCLUSION THAT THE 
AFRICANS ARE INCAPABLE OF HANDLING A SITUATION THEMSELVES AND 
THEREFORE MUST HAVE A EUROPEAN SOLUTION FORCES UPON THEM. THE 
KENYANS CLEARLY RECOGNIZE THAT MOBUTU ISN'T CAPABLE OF COPING 
WITH THE SHABA SITUATION BY HIMSELF, BUT THE COLONIAL PERIOD IS 
NOT SO FAR BEHIND THAT THIS RECOGNITION DOES NOT GIVE THEM 
AN UNCOMFORTABLE FEELING. 

BLANE 
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NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION CO-ORDINATED WITH S/S-0 MR. GAMBLE. 
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